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PROJECT JoB RESALE COST
TYPE COST VALUE RECOUPED
Bathroom Remodel $23,730 $24,206 102.0%
Minor Kitchen Remodel $25,455 $34,571 135.8%

Contact Frank for a full report of cost vs. value for a wide range
of projects. | can advise you on which projects provide the
greatest return on your investment.
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Should you remodel before selling your home?
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Summer Makeover Enhances Colors and More at Orinda Schools

By Victor Ryerson

At Orinda Intermediate School, a fresh coat of Bulldog gray paint (left)
contrasts with the Navajo white color formerly used on all Orinda schools.

rinda students will return

from vacation to find their
schools brighter and more invit-
ing, thanks to major improve-
ments and maintenance work ac-
complished over the summer.

Photo by Victor Ryerson

Construction projects run the
gamut from the addition of ma-
jor new facilities to the replace-
ment of aging plumbing, and
every campus in the Orinda Uni-
fied School District will sport a

fresh new look. Most of the work
is funded by developer fees and
the proceeds of the sale of school
district property to Pulte Homes.

The most obvious change is
that each school is newly painted
in its own colors, rather than the
institutional Navajo white that
was standard throughout the dis-
trict.

“Every school had the oppor-
tunity to select its color scheme
rather than using a uniform
color,” said Stuart House, direc-
tor of facilities maintenance and
operations. For example, Orinda
Intermediate School now sports
the snappy blue and gray Bull-
dog colors of the school’s sports
teams. The painting cost was
paid from fees from so-called
Fund 40, a legacy of the sale
of property for Orinda Grove.
No taxpayer dollars were spent,
House emphasizes.

Major construction projects
include the reconfiguration and
expansion of the parking lot at
Wagner Ranch School, which
will improve traffic circulation.
That change enabled expansion

of the kindergarten playground
in response to growth of the
school population at that level;
a portable classroom was added
last year because of that growth.
A new portable was also added
at Glorietta School this summer
to accommodate growth. Again,
these improvements were made
without taxpayer funding, be-
cause the cost of school growth
is paid from developer fees.

Other projects are less obvi-
ous, but they will improve stu-
dents’ lives perceptibly. At Del
Rey and Sleepy Hollow schools,
new water lines have replaced
rusty pipes that produced un-
sightly, albeit safe, brown drink-
ing water. Both schools are also
being reroofed. The Kennel Club
lunch facility at OIS is being ex-
panded to accommodate an in-
creased lunchtime crush.

There are various smaller
projects being completed over
the summer, many to improve
safety and security at the schools.
These include the addition of
new lighting and security cam-
eras, and a new fire hydrant at

Glorietta. Other changes are in
the works, such as the addition
of car charging stations at most
schools, made feasible by the in-
stallation of new solar power fa-
cilities under a separate program.

Orinda’s high school stu-
dents will notice at least one big
change, too. Two large irrigation
pipes originally installed when
the Miramonte campus was built
in 1955 are being replaced, a
project that has transformed the
large lawn into something resem-
bling a trench warfare battlefield
this summer.

“The old pipes were shot,”
says district facilities director
Dave Humphrey. Replacing them
was a big job.

In just weeks Miramonte
students will return to find that
the lawn is no longer a swamp,
and elementary school students
will not have to wonder whether
they are getting coffee from the
water fountain. This may be a
small recompense for returning
to books and homework, but at
least it should ease the transition.
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MORAGA $3,295,000
6/5 Exquisite home in Sanders Ranch,
6426 sqft, 1+ acre lot, beautiful pool &

grounds
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247
ORINDA $1,795,000

4/4 Impeccable single level, 3181
sqft,completely updated,gourmet kitchen,
resort like yard.

Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre.
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool &
expansive lawn.

Jim Ellis CalBRE #00587326

ORINDA $1,425,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood
shingled traditionall Plus newly
constructed 1000 SF Great room.

Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA
7/4.5 Historic Country Club Estate

designed by Walter Ratcliff. Magical
Orinda setting.
Laura Abrams

SETTING THE BAR. THEN RAISING [T,

Meet Suzanne Geoffrion:

“We had the fiduciary responsibility to sell a very special home
that our family had lived in for many years. We both agreed
that we wanted to find the perfect buyer—someone that
would appreciate and preserve this unique space. Suzanne
listened to our hopes and instilled confidence and clarity with
her knowledge and experience, guiding us every step of the
way. Suzanne Is truly a professional who has all of the right
connections and marketing skills.”

-Debbie and Jacquie, Lafayette, CA & Hawaii

Meet Tom Stack:

“You have sealed our fate and our gratitude to you is
immeasurable. Thank you not only for achieving the ‘what’ but
also the ‘how’ you did it is commendable—with transparency,
responsibility and expertise. Your skills and hard work over the last
month has not just changed where we live, but also how we livel”

-Regina and Doug, Lafayette, CA

ORINDA
4/3 2333 approx. SF, .30 Acre Hacienda
style bungalow deep in the Ivy Drive

neighborhood.
Melanie Snow

$2,975,000 MORAGA

CalBRE #01272382 Elena Hood

$1,395,000 MORAGA
4/2.5 Beautiful 2509sqft, fun yard, pool,

$2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders
Ranch, 4525 sqaft, stunning kitchen,lovely
garden w/pool!

CalBRE #01221247

$1,275,000

spa,putting green, fire pit,.47 acre lot,walk

to K-8.
CalBRE #00878893 Elena Hood

CalBRE #01221247

MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen &
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool
& spa.

Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

SUZANNE
GEOFFRION

LAFAYETTE $1,100,000
4/3 Renovation ready,Burton Valley
rancher on private .63 acre mostly flat lot
needs some love

Frank Woodward CalBRE #01335916

ORINDA $1,850,000
4/3 Private .95 acre lot in Orinda Country
Club. Panoramic views, Pool, Spa,
Cabana and more!

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,695,000
4/3 Elegant spacious home in heart

of Burton Valley. Beautifully updated.
Pristine!

Susan Schlicher CalBRE #01395579

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4/2 Large lot. Multiple spaces to play or
enjoy the view. Extra 400 approx. sf bonus
room.

Emily Estrada CalBRE #01942438

ORINDA $949,000
2/2 Expansive views, outstanding
opportunity. Open concept mid-century
gem, private 1.5 acre.

Andi Brown CalBRE #01738605

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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